The Battle of Sedgemoor
troopers in their beds," The Council readily agreed to
his scheme. It was evidently a last hope and not, in
fact, a forlorn hope. Godfrey was sent back to Weston
Zoyland to make sure there were no entrenchments.
Wolseley says, he returned and told them there were no
fortifications, and again omitted all mention of the Busses
Rhine. Owing to the late heavy rains the rhine was deep
in water, and even had that not been so, and the obstacle
had merely been one of the many deep ditches of the marsh,
the crossing of it at night, owing to the muddy bottom
and broken banks, would have been a difficult business. I
cannot help thinking that the existence of the rhine must
have been known to Monmouth and that Godfrey had said
that he could lead them to one of the fords or steanings
where these waterways were crossed by the local peasantry.
The plan was to move round the village of Chedzoy in
the dark, make a wide sweep to the north-east, avoiding
Feversham's outposts, and so fall upon the right flank and
rear of the enemy. Grey and the cavalry were to fall upon
Weston Zoyland village, where the Royalist cavalry were
billeted in the rear, and set fire to the village and destroy
them in their confusion, whilst the foot attacked the main
army in the front.
When it got known in Bridgwater that a battle of some
kind had been decided on, there was the greatest enthusiasm
among the men, who rejoiced that at last they were to put
up a fight for the great cause. The church was crowded
when Ferguson made his sermon, choosing as his test Joshua
mL 22: " The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods,
he knoweth, and Israel he shall know; if it be in rebellion or
if in transgression against the Lord, (save us not this day),"
Nor was he the only preacher, for at each corner, as was the
old way in Cromwell's army, men and women gathered
together to hear inspired calls to duty and promises of divine
approval and assistance in their crusade for the holy cause.
Bishop Kennett tells a story in a late edition of his
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